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Migration laws pass the Senate after gaining support of 

crossbenchers

Sarah Whyte 

Published: December 5, 2014 - 1:00AM 

A controversial bill that will introduce new temporary visas and give the government sweeping new maritime 

powers was passed in the Senate in the early hours of Friday morning

The bill will allow the government to detain asylum seekers, fast track refugee status determinations and 

distance itself from the Refugee Convention, of which it is a signatory.

It will also mean that just over 100 children who are in immigration detention on Christmas Island will be 

released by Christmas, as promised by Immigration Minister Scott Morrison on Wednesday in a last minute 

pitch to the crossbenchers to garner their support.

The amended Act, which was the last bill to pass in the Senate for 2014, hinged on the support of six 

crossbenchers.

The upper house approved the suite of measures - including the return of temporary protection visas - after a 

long and heated debate that stretched into Friday morning.

The bill now proceeds to the House of Representatives, where the government controls the numbers and its 

passage into law is all but assured.

On Thursday morning the Palmer United Party confirmed its support, while the final vote came from the 

Motoring Enthusiasts Party member Ricky Muir.

"The crossbench shouldn't have been put in this position, but we have," Mr Muir said.

"I am forced into a corner to decide between a bad decision and a worse decision, a position I do not wish on my 

worst enemies."

Labor, the Greens and refugee advocates, who oppose the bill, said when history is written, it will "shock 

people".

On Thursday night Labor Senators Kim Carr and Sue Lines both criticised Immigration Scott Morrison for using 

children as "bargaining chips" to get the bill through.

Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young said Mr Palmer had been "tricked again".

"These new visas will be a path to nowhere for the overwhelming majority of refugees and, despite what Mr 

Palmer says, there is no access to family reunion in the legislation," she said.

Save the Children's Director of Policy and Public Affairs Mat Tinkler said he supported the decision to remove 

children from immigration detention, but was "deeply concerned" over additional amendments to the bill.

"The deal done to pass the legislation through the Senate ignores the plight of the hundreds of children who 

remain stuck in mandatory, offshore detention on Nauru," Mr Tinkler said. "No child belongs in immigration 

detention, which is detrimental to their health and well-being. 

The Immigration Minister's compromised policy included promises that the 30,000 asylum seekers on bridging 

visas would be allowed to work while their claims are processed, and that there would be no cap on the number 

of Safe Haven Enterprise Visas. 
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