
Asylum-seeker’s 19-hour wait for Manus Island 
medical transfer 

IT took 19 hours for sick Manus 

Island asylum-seeker Hamid 

Kehazaei to be evacuated to a Port 

Moresby hospital for treatment 

after medical staff at the detention 

centre made a recommendation to 

the federal government for his 

immediate transfer, according to 

leaked medical records. 

The documents, obtained by The 

Australian, also show the federal 

government was aware that Mr 

Kehazaei’s condition could be “life 

threatening”.

The 24-year-old died in Brisbane’s 

Mater Private Hospital on September 

5 when his Iranian family chose to 

turn off his life support after doctors 

on September 2 confirmed that he was 

“brain dead”.

He had been admitted to the island 

detention centre’s medical facility on 

August 23 “for high fever and 

generalised unwellness” and an 

abscess on his left lower leg.

His medical report, dated August 25, said “the patient was reviewed today and his condition 

has worsened considerably”.

“The above infectious process can spread quickly and if not treated appropriately can develop 

into a life or limb threatening situation.”

In the August 25 report, medical staff recommended Mr Kehazaei’s “urgent transfer to (Port 

Moresby) by commercial flight, with a medical escort”. They recommended he be evacuated 

on a flight leaving the island that day, accompanied by a doctor already booked on the flight 

who could act as a medical escort.

An International Health and Medical Services document that reached the Immigration 

Department in Canberra on August 25, noted that admitting Mr Kehazaei to Manus Island’s 
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Asylum-seeker Hamid Kehazaei died in hospital on September 

5 after falling ill on Manus Island on August 23. Source: 

Supplied
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Lorengau Hospital was not recommended. “There is a lack of microbiological investigative 

diagnostics. This limitation, compounded with the lack of appropriate antibiotic treatment will 

lead to progression of this infective process.

“This client has exhausted all antibiotic treatment that is available on Manus Island,” the 

IHMS document noted. “(He) is already displaying symptoms of deterioration, despite 

treatment with available antibiotics, in the way of fevers, rigours and localised swelling and 

pain.”

The IHMS recommendation was issued at 11am AEST time, but the same document notes 

that Mr Kehazaei was not medically evacuated until 6am the following day. An update to Mr 

Kehazaei’s medical record on the afternoon of August 25 said they were “waiting on a visa 

before he can be transferred”.

Mr Kehazaei arrived at Port Moresby’s Pacific International Hospital by air ambulance on the 

afternoon of August 26, at an estimated cost of $51,650. But Pacific International Hospital 

records show Mr Kehazaei’s condition had worsened.

“Handover (from) IHMS Assistance Centre indicated that client was hypovolaemic, 

hypotensive, and confused,” hospital documents said.

An update to his medical record on August 26 stated: “(Patient) case is now considered an 

emergency requiring medical evacuation.”

It also noted that the plan to transfer the patient the previous day “never came to fruition due 

to delays/visa requirements, so patient spent another night here at (Manus Island Regional 

Processing Centre).”

The record stated that the patient was “very pale, diaphoretic, and uncomfortable” and his 

blood oxygen levels “decreased as low at 70 prior to (patient) being placed on (oxygen)”.

Later on August 26, Mr Kehazaei suffered a heart attack. He was transferred by air ambulance 

the next day, August 27, to Brisbane’s Mater Private Hospital intensive care unit.

He was declared brain dead on September 2.

Australian Medical Association federal councillor Richard Kidd, who has seen Mr Kehazaei’s 

medical record, said the infection on his leg was resistant to the antibiotics that Manus Island 

staff were using to treat it.

“There were unnecessary delays getting him off the island and it would appear that he didn’t 

have the most appropriate antibiotics for a severe progressive cellulitis,” he said.

Doctor Kidd said if medical staff had used antibiotics recommended in Papua New Guinea’s 

medical guidelines, they “would have probably saved” Mr Kehazaei’s life.

Humanitarian Research Partners director of human rights advocacy, Ben Pynt, said Mr 

Kehazaei’s evacuation involved “unreasonable delay and denial of medical care, (which) is 

pervasive throughout the detention network,” he said.

“The government, not doctors, decides who gets medical care, and in this case it resulted in 

death by bureaucracy.”
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Immigration Minister Scott Morrison said Mr Kehazaei’s death was now subject to an inquest 

by the Queensland Coroner.

“The department’s Chief Medical Officer’s draft final report has been provided to the 

Queensland Coroner,” he said today.

“It would be unwise to speculate on these matters in advance of a Coroner’s report. I will 

await the report before providing any further comment on this matter.”
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